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Commencing  in 1967, the Br i t i sh  Chemica l  Society began the publicat ion for  spec ia l i s t s  of annual 
r ev i ews  of the  cu r r en t  l i t e r a tu re  dealing with the p r inc ipa l  b r anches  of c h e m i s t r y  (A Specia l is t  Per iod ica l  
Repor t ) .  At p r e sen t  app rox ima te ly  34 such t hema t i c  yea rbooks  have  been published.  The f i r s t  volume of 
a yea rbook  that  c o r r e l a t e s  r e s e a r c h  in the c h e m i s t r y  of a r o m a t i c  and h e t e r o a r o m a t i c  compounds,  no l e s s  
than 55% of the t e x t o f  which is devoted to the la t ter ,  was  recen t ly  published.  

The book cons i s t s  of 15 chap te r s  wr i t t en  by Br i t i sh  au thor s .  In mos t  of the chap te r s ,  the p rob l ems  
of the c h e m i s t r y  of a r o m a t i c  and h e t e r o a r o m a t i c  compounds a r e  examined toge ther ,  but t he r e  is adequate 
divis ion of t he se  c l a s s e s  of compounds within the chap te r s .  Individual sec t ions  a r e  devoted to he t e rocyc l i c  
compounds with unusual  h e t e r o a t o m s ,  he te roannulenes ,  the fo rma t ion  of h e t e r o r i n g s  by means  of i n t r a -  
m o l e c u l a r  cyc l iza t ions ,  condensat ion and cycloaddi t ion reac t ions ,  i n t e rconve r s ion  of hc te ro r ings ,  e l ec -  
t rophi l ic  ( s epa ra t e ly  with r e s p e c t  to  ca rbon  a toms  and he te roa toms) ,nuc leoph i l i c  , and r ad ica l  subst i tut ion 
reac t ions ,  r eac t ions  involving r ing  c leavage ,  addition reac t ions ,  r eac t ions  of subs t i tuents ,  and na tura l  
h e t e r o a r o m a t i c  compounds (main ly  porphyr ins  and s i x - m e m b e r e d  oxygen-conta in ing  s y s t e m s ) .  The H t e r a -  
t u r e  is  c o r r e l a t e d  f r o m  the middle  of 1971 to the middle  of 1972. Abs t r ac t s  f r o m  Chemical  Abs t rac t s  
s e r v e d  as  the chief  s ou rce  of the r ev iews .  This ,  of cou r se ,  left  i ts  m a r k  on the expos i to ry  style: it is 
ve ry  concise  with a l a rge  n u m b e r  of r e f e r e n c e s  and, which is e spec ia l ly  convenient ,  a l a rge  number  of 
f o r mu la s  and r ea c t i on  s c h e m e s .  The c r i t i c a l  approach  is comple te ly  absent  in the rev iews ,  but it would 
evident ly  be too demanding to r equ i r e  th is  of such  an effect ive publicat ion.  It should be noted as a pos i t ive  
fact  that  in a n u m b e r  of  c a se s  the au thors  deal  with the  biological  ac t iv i ty  of compounds and p r e s e n t  r e f e r -  
ences  to r ev i ews  and the mos t  impor tan t  s tudies  publ ished up to the middle of 1971. The book contains a 
comprehens ive  author  index, and it might  have  been supposed that the r e f e r e n c e s  in it give an object ive in-  
dicat ion of the contr ibut ion of e v e r y  sc ient i s t  to this b ranch  of c h e m i s t r y .  However ,  this  is not the case:  
the n a m e s  of a n u m b e r  of wel l -known chemis t s ,  the  r e s e a r c h  of which thus has  e scaped  the f ield of vision 
of the c o m p i l e r s  of the  book, a r e  absent  in the index. 

F r o m  the point of view of he t e rocyc l i e  chemi s t s  it would be m o r e  des i r ab l e  if the handbook were  
en t i r e ly  devoted to the c h e m i s t r y  of he t e roeye l i c  compounds .  Neve r the l e s s ,  the publ icat ion of this  u s e -  
ful book, which m a k e s  it poss ib le  to f o r m  a judgment  r ega rd ing  the p r inc ipa l  t r ends  of r e s e a r c h  in the 
c h e m i s t r y  of h e t e r o a r o m a t i c  compounds and, of course ,  substantially- fac i l i t a tes  l i t e r a tu r e  s e a r c h e s ,  should 
be we lcomed  even in its p r e s en t  f o r m .  
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